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CHAJPTEti  I 

PREVIOUS  INVESTIGATIONS 
AND 

SXATEiwEiVT  0±>  iHE  PROBLEM 


Chapter  I Previous  Investigations  and  Statement  of  the 
Problem 

The  number  of  investigations  relative  to  vocabulary  has 
been  steadily  increasing  during  the  past  few  years.  Much  of 
the  work  which  has  been  done  in  this  field  has  been  directed 
toward  discovering  those  words  most  frequently  used  in  life 
situations,  in  order  to  discover  which  are  the  most  important 
words  for  children  to  know. 

The  two  most  extensive  word  counts  have  been  made  by 
Thorndike* and  Hornf  In  The  Teacher’s  Word  Book  ' , Thorndike 
tabulated  the  results  of  his  word  count  in  frequencies  of 
occurrence  . He  points  out  that  the  list  is  not  a spelling 
list,  but  an  objective  measure  of  the  importance  of  words 
in  terms  of  the  frequency  of  their  use  in  adult  literature. 
Horn’s  count  presents  the  ten  thousand  words  most  frequently 
written  by  adults  in  many  fields  of  writing.  These  two  lists 
contain  as  accurate  a summary  as  we  have  of  the  words  which 
children  will  meet  most  frequently  in  reading,  and  will  need 
to  use  most  frequently  in  writing  in  adult  life. 


1.  Thorndike ,E.L.  The  Teacher’s  Word  Book  New  York: 
Teachers  College, Columbia  University,  1921 


2.  Horn, E. A.  A Basic  Writing  Vocabulary  University 
of  Iowa,  Monographs  in  Education,  1926. 
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Faucett^and  Maki* combined  the  totals  of  these  two  word 

lists  statistically,  in  order  that  teachers  of  English  and 

American  children,  and  also  teachers  of  foreign  languages  , 

might  get  the  totals  more  readily.  The  list  is  particularly 

useful  in  that  it  provides  teachers  and  students  with  a "means 

of  distinguishing  indispensable,  essential,  and  useful  words 

¥ 

from  special  words  in  the  English  language." 

Helpful  as  these  lists  are,  they  give  no  clue  to  the 
relative  difficulty  of  words,  nor  do  they  indicate  the  optimum 
grade  levels  at  which  they  should  be  taught.  McKee r comments 
on  the  fallacy  of  using  reading  word  lists  in  an  uncritical 
and  mechanical  fashion,  saying,"  The  fundamental  measure  of 
the  difficulty  of  a printed  word  is  the  degree  of  familiarity 
which  the  reader  has  with  the  concept  or  meaning  that  the 
printed  symbol  represents  in  the  setting  in  which  it  is  used." 
We  must  say  then,  that  although  these  lists  are  indispensable 
as  final  references,  we  must  have  graded  lists,  based  on  the 
vocabulary  needs  of  children  of  various  ages. 


3.  Buckingham,  B.R.  and  Dolch,E.W.  A gombined  Word 
List.  Ginn  and  Company,  1936 

4.  Faucett,L.  and  Maki*  I.  A Study  of  English  Word  Values 
Statistically  Determined 

5.  McKee, Paul,  "Word  Lists  and  Vocabulary  Difficulty  in 
Reading  Matter  Elementary  English  Review,  November,  193? 
pages  241-245 
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Buckingham  and  Dolch^ prepared  a word  list  based  on  the 
results  of  association  tests  which  had  been  give  to  children 
in  the  four  upper  elementayy  grades. 

Fitzgerald7 studied  the  personal  letters  written  in  life 
situations  by  children  of  the  fo’urth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grades 
and  compiled  a list  of  words  used.  He  found  a considerable 
degree  of  overlapping  in  children's  and  adults'  vocabularies 
which  he  reports  in  another  article. 

Witty  and  Fry/  in  studying  the  vocabularies  of  the 
compositions  of  college  students  found  that  85 % of  the  words 
used  were  in  the  first  one  thousand  of  Thorndike's  list. 

Diggs/  in  his  study  of  the  vocabulary  of  boys  ahd  girls 
12-15  years  inclusive,  found  that  90?!  of  the  words  studied 
fell  within  the  first  thousand  of  Thorndike's  list,  and 
that  approximately  85?!  fell  within  the  first  500. 

C.G.Shambaugh  and  O.L.Shambaugh^derived  a "core  Vocabu- 
lary" for  elementeyy  school  children  by  submitting  lists  of 
fifty  stimulus  words  each  to  children  from  gradelV  through 
VIII.  Horn,"  in  commenting  on  this  technique,  said  that  the 

6.  Buckinhs-m,B.R.  and  Dolch,E.V.~.  A Combined  Word  List  ‘ 

Ginn  and  Company,  1936 

7.  Fitzgerald, J.  A.  Letters  Written  B;v  School  Children 
University  of  Iowa,  Studies  in  Education,  Vol. IX, Number I , 1934. 

8.  Witty,P.A.  and  Fry,M.  The  Vocabulary  Content  of 

Compositions  Written  By  College  Students  Journal  of  Ed. 
Research, XIX  Feb, 1929  p 135. 

9.  Diggs, H.W.  The  Vocabulary  of  Boys  and  Girls  12-15 
Years  Inclusive  , Journal  of  Experimental  Education, JE. 1934 
339-355. 

10.  Shambaugh , 0 . G . and  O.L.  Core  Vocabulary  for  Elementary- 
School  Pupils  J. Ed. Res.  19:  39-46  Ja.*29. 

11.  Horn,  E.  Journal  of  Educational  Research  19:  p 310 
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association  test  used  was  inadequate,  and  that  consequently 
the  vocabulary  was  based  on  too  small  a number  of  running 
words . 

These  investigations  indicate  that  certain  areas  of 
vocabulary  are  common  to  adults  and  children  alike.  It  is 
important  for  the  teacher  to  have  access  to  a minimum  list 
of  these  words.  Obviously,  a good  foundation  in  reading  and 
spelling  can  be  provided  to  the  extent  that  these  words  can 
be  made  to  function  in  the  child's  reading  and  writing  vocab- 
ulary. 

Durrell'  derived  a list  from  the  Faucett-Maki^ combination 
of  the  Thorndike ' and  Homilists.  The  words  with  a rating  of 
20  or  below  on  the  Faucett-Maki  list  were  checked  for 
children's  use  by  a comparison  with  the  Fitzgerald  and 
Kindergarten  Union* lists.  The  words  retained  were  at  first 
divided  into  four  levels,  and  later  revised  into  seven  levels. 
The  later  form  is  included  in  this  thesis  and  was  used  in 
checking  the  vocabulary  levels. 


1.  Durr ell, Donald  D.  A Vocabulary  For  Corrective  Reading; 

Elementary  English  Review  11-12  106  April  1924 

2.  Faucett,L.  and  Maki,I  op.  cit. 

3.  Thorndike,  E.L.  op. cit. 

4.  Horn,  E.  op. cit. 

5.  Child  Study  Committee  of  the  International  Kindergarten 
Union.  A Study  of  the  Vocabulary  of  Children  Before  Entering 
the  First  Grade  Washington:  International  Kindergarten 
Union, 1928 
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Durrell  and  Sullivan'  speak  of  two  types  of  vocabularies 
which  everyone  possesses  as "vocabularies  involving  the 
intake  of  ideas,  and  vocabularies  concerned  with  the  output 
of  ideas".  They  present  a reading  vocabulary  for  inter- 
mediate grade  children  based  on  an  analysis  of  commonly 
used  books  at  the  fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grade  levels. 

These  and  other  studies  offer  lists  of  words  derived 
from  extensive  word  counts  of  children’s  literature  and 
writing.  Some  of  them,  notably  the  Fitzgerald  list,  offer 
data  concerning  the  relative  frequency  of  use  by  age  or 
grade  groups,  and  the  relative  difficulty  of  words  as 
indicated  by  misuses  or  misspelling. 

Purpose  of  the  Study 

It  is  the  purpose  of  this  study  to  attempt  to  determine 
some  general  tendencies  of  the  written  vocabularies  of 
intermediate,  grade  children  to  answer  the  following  questions: 

1.  How  do  intermediate  grade  children  differ  in  number  of 

words  used  to  describe  the  same  situation? 

2.  What  differences  in  vocabulary  level  can  be  determined? 

3.  Is  it  possible  to  determine  definite  vocabulary  growth 

from  year  to  year? 


1 Durrell, Donald  D.  and  Sullivan, Helen  B.  Vocabulary 
Instruction  in  the  Intermediate  Grades 
Elementary  English  Review,  May- June , 1938 
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4.  Are  there  significant  sex  differences  in  written  vocab- 

ulary? 

5.  Is  there  any  relationship  between  the  amount  written  and 

the  general  level  of  vocabulary? 

6.  What  indications  are  there  of  a core  vocabulary? 

Plan 

It  was  proposed  to  present  to  groups  of  intermediate 
grade  children  a one  reel  film  and  to  ask  them  to  describe 
it  in  writing.  The  differences  in  words  used  under  such 
conditions  would  depend  upon  extent  of  vocabulary  rather 
than  upon  the  subject  chosen.  By  checking  the  words  used 
in  the  descriptions  with  a primary  vocabulary  list  it  was 
possible  to  determine  the  number  of  words  written  by  each 
child  that  are  not  included  in  the  list  for  primary  children. 


. i 
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CHAPTER  II 


METHOD  01’  GAT HErLiTi G DATA 


Chaoter  II  Method  of  Gathering  Data 

The  comparison  of  the  writing  vocabularies  of  inter- 
mediate grade  children  would  entail  too  much  work  for  one 
individual  unless  steps  were  taken  to  limit  the  vocabulary 
selected  to  some  particular  area.  The  method  employed 
consisted* in  showing  the  same  one  reel  film  to  groups  of 
fourth,  fifth,  and  sixth  grade  children  and  asking  them  to 
write  about  it.  In  this  way  it  was  possible  to  get  a fair 
comparison  of  extent  and  level  of  vocabulary  , It  was  also 
oossihle  to  obtain  some  measure  of  comparative  facility  in 
using  words  to  express  ideas. 

The  reasons  for  using  a moving  picture  as  a stimulus 
were  as  follows; 

1.  Interest  of  children  in  moving  pictures. 

2.  Desirability  of  having  each  child  write  about  the 
same  thing. 

3.  Necessity  of  insuring  that  each  child  have  something 
that  he  could  write  about,  in  order  that  lack  of  ideas  should 
not  function  too  greatly  in  the  sample  obtained. 

After  examination  of  several  different  films,  the  reel 
Leading  a Dog 1 s Life  was  chosen.  This  film  describes  the 
use  of  the  Alaskan  Husky,  the  bird  dog,  and  the  training 
of  the  German  Shepherd,  or  police  dog.  Since  it  was  a 
silent  film,  some  words  were  suggested  by  the  subtitles  . 

The  action  of  the  picture  was  self -ex olanatory , so  that  an 


understanding  of  the  words  used  in  the  subtitles  was  not 
necessary  to  an  understanding  of  the  ideas  presented. 

The  children  were  ashed  to  imagine  that  they  were  reporter 
writing  a story  for  a newspaper.  They  were  urged  to  remember 
as  much  of  the  film  as  they  could  in  order  to  have  a complete 
story  of  all  the  important  facts.  Since  the  primary  purpose 
was  to  measure  the  vocabulary  used  to  describe  the  film,  the 
children  were  allowed  as  much  time  as  they  needed.  In  one  or 
two  exceotional  cases  it  was  necessary  to  collect  the  papers 
unfinished  after  a -reasonable  length  of  time. 

- There  was  no  emphasis  placed  on  correctness  of  form  or 
writing.  Words  were  not  spelled  for  the  children.  They  were 
allowed  to  use  a dictionary  if  they  did  so  voluntarily,  but 
the  use  of  the  dictionary  was  not  suggested  in  any  way.  A few 
children  were  observed  to  be  looking  up  words,  but  these  were 
decidedly  in  the  minority. 

The  directions  ■.;ers  a3  follow s; 

"Ofc course  you  know  what  a reporter  does.  A reporter  has 
a very  interesting  job  because  he  has  a chance  to  see  many 
things,  A sports  reporter  gets  free  tickets  to  the  hockey 
games, the  baseball  games,  and  all  the  sporting  events.  It 
isn't  Just  fun  for  him  though,  e has  to  watch  very  carefully 
so  the t he  can  tell  exactly  what  happened  when  he  writes  the 
story  for  his  newspaper.  If  a man  in  the  baseball  game  makes 
a double  play,  the  reporter  can't  ask  him  to  do' it  over  again 
so  that  he  can  see  what  happened.  He  has  to  see 


s 


it  the  first 


This  morning  I am  going  to  try  to  find  out  v 'is t good  . ip 
reporters  you  mould  make.  I am  going  to  show  you  a moving  pict 
about  dogs., You  are  to  ftatch  :•  refrully,  and.  then  write  a story 
about  it,  just  as  if  you  mere  real  reporters  writing  a.  story 
for  your  paper.  Remember  that  a reporter  must  r cc  everything 
that  he  opens,  end  write  his  story  so  that  peoole  will  want  to 
buy  the  paper  and  read  it." 

After  looking  at  the  picture  the  children  began  writing 
without  further  direction.  If  a.  c’  ild  seemed  puzzled  or 
uncertain,  he  was  asked, ’’^hat  happened  first  in  the  picture? 


hr  jim  ' ; writing  that  . 

The  film  v s Bhown  mo  four  fourth,  four  fifth,  a ,d  three 
sixth  grades,  a total  cf  291  children.  This  is,  of  course,  too 
small  a number  upon  which  to  base  norms,  yet  it  will  indicate 
certain  tendencies  of  vocabulary  usage  and  growth  in  the 
niadle  ,r-des.  The  sample  vocabula  . obtained  consisted  of 
slightly  more  than  28,090  running  words.  Since  these  words 
were  derived  from  the  written  reactions  to  the  same  stimulus 
it  was  possible  to  estimate  tendencies  relative  to  variations 
of  written  vocabulary  within  grades  and  from  grade  to  grade. 

In  attempting  to  obtain  a more  represents  tive  sampling 
than  would  be  furnished  by  on:,  school  system,  children  were 
chosen  f roi  the  Intermediate  grades  of  a re  i sntial  town,  and 
from  a manuf atturing  city*  It  was  discovered  that  in  one  of  the 
sixth  grades  five  children, including  one  boy  and  four  girls, 


had  been  cent  to  an  enriched  curriculum  class,  so  that  they  were 
not  included  in  the  experiment.  This  affects  the  range  of  the 
sixth  grade  girls  considerably , since  these  children  were  among 
the  best  in  the  class,  '"hen  interpreting  the  scores  of  the 
sixth  grade  girls  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  highest 
eighth  of  the  roup  , as  absent  , and  that  consequently  the 
scores  are  lower  than  they  would  be  if  the  whole  group  could 
have  been  represented. 


* 


. 
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CHAPTER  III 


ANALYSIS  LAIA 


Chapter  III  Analyzing  Data 

1.  Results  of  Individual  ord  Count 

It  was  stated  in  the  previous  chapter  that  the  sample 
vocabulary  consisted  of  over23,0~r'  runnung  words.  These  words 
were  obtained  by  havi  :g  291  children  in  the  fourth,  fifth,  and 
sixth  grades  describe  the  same  one  reel  film.  These  words  are 
to  be  compared  with  the  Durrell  Remedial  Reading  vocabulary 
to  determine  tha  amount  and  level  of  vocabulary  used  by  different 
children  in  describing  the  same  situation. 

Three  word  counts  were  made  for  each  individual. 

1.  Total  number  of  Words  written  to  describe  the  ideas 
gained  from  the  film. 

2.  Humber  of  different  words  used  that  do  not  appear  on  the 
first  three  levels  of  the  Durrell  list. 

3.  Humber  of  different  words  used  that  do  not  appear 
anywhere  on  the  li^t. 

The  graphs  on  the  following  pages  show  the  amount  and 
level  (in  terms  of  the  Durrell  list)  of  the  vocabulary  used 
by  each  child.  Separst  graphs  were  plotted  for  boys  and  girls. 
Line  A represents  the  total  number  of  words  used,  line  B repre- 
sents the  number  of  different  words  that  do  not  appear  on  the 
first  three  levels,  and  the  shaded  section  represents  the 
number  of  different  words  that  do  not  appear  anywhere  on  the 
list.  Since  each  child's  score  was  plotted  separately,  the 
charts  constitute  a summary  of  the  original  data. 
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2.  Variations  in  the  Total  iluraber  of  7,"ords  Used  to  Describe 
the  Film. 

In  making  this  count,  each  word  was  counted  separately 
except  "the"  and  “a".  These  occurred  so  frequently  that  they* 

• would  have  padded  the  count  heavily,  .iissoelled  words  were 
counted . 

rart  V on  the  following  p .32  was  made  on  the  basis  of  thills 
count.  In  making  this  chart,  the  fifth,  twenty-fifth,  fiftieth, 
seventy-fifth,  and  ninety-fifth  percentiles  were  plotted  and 
lines  drawn  connecting  them.  A comparison  o_  the  girls'  percent- 
ile scores  with  those  of  the  boys'  shows  that  the  girls  rank 
consistently  higher  as  far  as  central  tendencies  are  concerned, 
but  that  the  extreme  scores  of  boys  and  girls  tend  to  be  more 
alike.  In  other  words,  the  fifth  percentile  ranks  of  boys  and 
girls  in  the  same  prade  are  almost  the  sme,  as  are  the  ninety- 
fifth  percentile  ranks.  The  fiftieth  percentile  rank  of  the 
girls  exceeds  that  of  the  boys  in  the  s&me  grade  and  is  similar 
to  that  of  the  boys  in  the  grade  above.  This  relationship  is  n 
not  so  apparent  in  the  case  of  the  fifth  grade  girls, who  seemed 
to  be  an  unusually  variable  group.  It  should  be  remembered  in 
reading  this  chart  that  the  ranks  of  the  sixth  grade  girls 
have  been  affected  by  a known  sampling  error  which  makes  them 
appear  lower  than  they  should  be. 

Chart  f was  constructed  from  the  same  dat a , arranged  to 
show  overlaooing  of  amounts  from  gra  e to  grade. 
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Table  I Sex  Differences  in  Number  of  Words  Written 
To  Describe  the  Same  One  Reel  Film 


GIRLS 

Grade  — IT. ...  Range Q M Q S*H 


IV 

47 

26-167 

64.4 

88 

106.6 

30.7 

V 

51 

45-260 

71.3 

110 

145 

48 

VI 

33 

47-246 

84.6 

117 

145 

43.5 

BOYS 

IV 

61 

32-187 

50.5 

78 

92.5 

32 

V 

52 

41-215 

65.5 

90 

111.5 

31 

VI 

51 

39-231 

78.8 

113 

134.7 

41.5 

Chart  *i.  Sex  Differences  in  Number  of  Words  Written 


To  Describe  the  Same  One  Reel  Film 
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According  to  this  sample,  girls  are  more  variable  than 


boys  in  amount  of  writing  they  do  to  express  their  ideas. 

It  will  be  noticed  from  the  chart  that  the  differences 
between  the  means  of  the  boys  and  girls  is  consistently  in 
favor  of  the  girls.  According  to  theory,  a difference  should 
not  be  considered  statistically  significant  unless  it  is 
three  times  as  large  as  its  probable  error.  Table  II  shows 
that  sex  differences  in  the  same  grade  are  not  statistically 
significant.  There  is  a significant  difference  between  grade 
scores,  showing  a definite  increase  in  amount  of  vocabulary 
used  from  year  to  year. 


Table  II  Significance  Ratios  of  the 


Differences  Between  the  Scores 


Grade  IV  Girls  and  Grade  IV  Boys 
Grade  V Girls  and  Grade  V Boys 
Grade  VI  Girls  and  Grade  VI  Boys 
Grade  IV  Girls  and  Grade  V Girls 
Grade  IV  Boys  and  Grade  V Boys 
Grade  V Boy^s  and  Grade  VI  Boys 
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4. 
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.33 
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3.  Levels  of  Vocabulary 

a.  Words  that  do  not  appear  on  the  first  three  levels 
of  the  Durrell  list. 

In  making  this  count,  all  words  which  did  not  appear 
on  the  first  three  levels  of  the  list  were  counted.  The 
following  rules  were  followed. 

1.  Each  word  was  counted  only  once  for  each  pupil. 
For  examole  a child  might  have  used  the  word  "hunt" 
several  times,  yet  it  counted  as  one  word. 

2.  Varying  forms  of  the  same  word  were  not  counted. 
A child  may  have  used  "hunt,  hunts,  hunted,  hunter"  etc. 

Only  one  form  of  the  word  was  counted. 

3*  Contractions  of  words  appearing  on  the  first 
three  levels  of  the  list  were  not  counted. 

4.  Different  meanings  of  the  same  words  were 
counted  separately*  In  the  sentences,  "We  saw  a dog  show", 
and  "it  showed  how  dogs  are  trained",  two  different 
meanings  are  expressed,  and  the  word  counted  as  two. 

The  results  of  this  count  are  shown  by  the  charts  on 
the  following  page.  Since  they  are  all  drawn  to  the  same 
scale  it  is  possible  to  compare  them  directly.  It  will  be 
noticed  that  the  curves  are  very  markedly  skewed  to  the 
right,  which  is  what  one  might  expect  from- a measure  of  such 
a variable  skill  as  written  vocabulary.  The  polygon  for 
the  sixth  grade  girls  seems  to  be  the  single  exception,  but 
it  should  be  remembered  in  this  connection  that  the  upper 


eighth  of  the  girls  we  re  not  included  in  the  count.  Had 
their  scores  been  accessible,  three  of  them,  at  least,  would 
have  extended  beyond  the  last  score  recorded. 

b.  Number  of  words  used  that  do  not  appear  on  the 
Durrell  list- 

This  was  made  in  the  same  way  as  the  count  for  words  a 
above  the  third  level.  The  results  are  shown  by  the  poly- 
gons on  page-s  iz-/s.  It  will  be  noticed  that  there  is  a 
consistent  increase  from  year  to  year  and  that  the  girls' 
scores  are,  in  each  case,  higher  than  the  boys'. 
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4.  Relationship  Between  Amounts  Written  and  Levels  of 
Vocabulary. 

Turning  again  to  the  graphs  in  Chapter  III, showing 
amounts  and  levels  of  vocabulary,  it  may  be  seen  that  the 
lines  representing  the  numbers  of  words  used  that  appear 
above  the  third  and  seventh  levels  are  nearly  parallel, 
indicating  a definite  relationship  between  those  two  levels. 
It  may  also  be  seen  that  these  two  lines  vary  considerably 
when  compared  to  the  line  representing  amounts  written.  In 
order  to  get  some  idea  of  any  possible  relationship  between 
the  amount  written  and  the  number  of  words  that  are  off  the 
list,  the  following  table  was  prepared. 


Table  III  Number  of  Different  Words  Off  the 
Used  By  Children  in  the  Lower  Quarter , Middle 
Percent,  and  Upper  Quarter  of  the  Class. 

List 

Fifty 

Grade 

IV 

Grade  V 

Grade  VI 

G 

B 

G 

B 

G 

B 

Lowrer  quarter 

7- 

6 

7 

6 

7 

8 

Middle  50^ 

8 

6 

10 

9 

14 

12 

Upper  quarter 

11 

11 

19 

14 

19 

17 

According  to  this, one  may  say  that  those  children  who 
write  the  most  tend  to  use  the  most  varied  vocabularies. 

The  original  data  show  that  conspicuous  exceptions  occur, 
but  these  are  in  the  minority.  It  can  be  seen  that  there 
was  almost  no  change  in  the  lowest  quarter  from  grade  to 
grade.  The  greatest  gain  is  shown  by  the  children  in  the  upper 
quarter . 


. 


5.  Evidence s of  a.  Core  Vocabulary 

1 IF* ...  • e to  show  percents  of  words  usedd 

that  appear  on  the  first  three  levels  of  the  Durrell  list. 
This  shoas that  the  list  constitutes  a 300a  cor^  vocabulary 
for  early  primary  grades  since  it  contains  such  a large 
percent  of  the  words  that  will  always  be  needed  by  the 
children.  It  also  shows  that  intermediate  grade  children 
manage  to  express  their  thoughts  within  the  range  of  a 
very  narrow  vocabulary.  There  are  approximately  250  words 
on  the  first  three  levels  of  the  list  used,  and  Table  IF* 
shows  that  from  77  to  80  percent  of  the  words  used  by 
intermediate  grade  children  are  included  in  this  narrow 
range . 


TABLE  IV 

Percent  of  words  used  by  intermediate 
appear  on  the  Burrell  list 

grade 

children' that 

Percent  used 

Grade  IV 

Grade 

V Gra.de  VI 

that  appear  on 
1st  5 levels 

G 

80 

77 

77 

B 

77 

78 

78 

Percent  used 

G 

90 

91 

89 

that  appear  on 
list 

B 

90 

91 

91 

Percent  used 

that  are  not 

G 

10 

9 

11 

on  list 

B 

10 

9 

9 

CHAPIEA.  IV 


£ Juiuu-li\Y  AM)  CONCLUSIONS 


Chapter  IV.  Summary  and.  Conclusions 

The  same  one. reel  film  was  shown  to  children  in  the 
fourth,  fifth., and  sixth  grades.  The  children  were  ashed  to 
imagine  that  they  were  reporters,  and  to  write  stories 
telling  the  important  facts  in  the  picture.  The  resulting 
stories  were  then  analyzed  for  vocabulary  content.  Three 
word  counts  were  made  (1)  total  number  of  words  written,  (2) 
number  of  different  words  that  do  not  appear  on  the  first 
three  levels  of  the  Eurrell  Remedial  Reading  List,  and  (3) 
number  of  different  words  that  do  not  appear  anywhere  on  the 
list . 

On  the  basis  of  these  counts  the  following  conclusions 
were  made. 

1.  Girls  tend  to  write  .more  than  boys,  and  to  use  a 
more  varied  vocabulary,  although  the  differences  between 
boys  and  girls  of  the  same  grade  are  not  statistically 
signif leant . 

2.  The  average  amount  written  increases  steadily  from 
grade  to  grade.  These  grade  differences  are  statistically 
significant. 

3.  There  is  great  overlapping  between  grades  in 
amount  written.  For  examole  the  children  in  upper  guarter 
of  the  fourth  grade  write  more  than  those  in  the  lower 
quarter  of  the  sixth  grade. 

4.  The  number  of  different  words  used  beyond  the 
range  of  the  list  showed  a small  increase  from  year  to  year. 


The  children  who  wrote  the  largest  amounts  tended  to  use 
the  most  varied  vocabulary,  although  there  were  consoicuous 
exceptions.  A few  children  wrote  very  little,  but  showed  an 
excellent  command  of  vocabulary. 

5.  From  77  to  Q0%  of  the  words  used  by  intermediate 
grade  children  may  be  found  on  the  first  three  levels  of  the 
Eurrell  Remedial  Reading  List.  From  89  to  91>  of  the  words 
used  appear  somewhere  on  the  list. 

On  the  basis  of  this  data  the  general  conclusion  may 
be  drawn  that  intermediate  grade  children  tend  to  express 
their  ideas  in  a very  narrow  vocabulary  ran^e.  A study  of 
the  list  used  as  a chech  shows  that  the  words  they  use  most 
frequently  deal  with  general  concepts  rather  than  with 
specific  meanings  or  shades  of  meaning. 


CHAPTER  V 

FURTHER  INVESTIGATIONS 


Chapter  V-  Further  Investigations 

The  work  habi  ,s  of  the  children  in  the  different  rooms 
indicated  that  previous  training  was  having  an  effect  on 
the  way  the  children  wrote.  In  some  cases  the  children 
wrote  freely,  evidently  more  cone  rned  with  expression  of 
ideas  than  with  form.  In  other  cases,  attention  to  ideas 
was  evidently  subordinated  to  perfection  of  form,  such  as 
spelling,  handwriting,  and  choice  of  words.  A study  based  on 
the  relative  value  of  training  to  express  ideas  versus  train- 
ing to  acquire  correct  form  should  bring  to  light  some 
information  of  practical  value  in  the  teaching  of  composition. 

A study  and  tabulation  of  the  most  common  errors  in 

> 

capitalisation,  punctuation,  and  sentence  structure  that 
occur  in  compositions  written  at  the  various  grade  levels 
would  give  an  indication  of  the  difficulties  these  factors 
present  to  children.  Such  a stud"  would  Drove  hel  1 in 
allocating  composition  skills  and  in  suggesting  relative 
emphasis  to  be  placed  on  each  skill  for  effective  teaching. 

A study  related  to  the  efficiency  with  which  children 
at  the  various  grade  levels  may  be  taught  to  proof  read  their 
own  writing  would  be  helpful.  This  could  be  done  by  having 
such  corrections  made  and  keeping  a record  of  the  results 
at  different  tines  during  the  school  fear, 
technique  is  advocated  in  composition  books,  some  measure 
of  Its  effectiveness  should  be  undert:  ken. 


A comparison  of  children's  written  and  spoken  vocabularies 
relative  to  the  same  situation  would  give  an  indication  of 
the  words  children  understand  and  can  say  but  avoid  writing 
because  of  the  spelling  difficulty.  In  gathering  data  for 
such  a study  one  could  make  use  of  the  technique  of  the 
present  study  by  presenting  a film  and  having  the  children 
write  a description  of  it.  To  check  on  the  oral  vocabulary 9 
the  children's  oral  accounts  could  be  recorded  electrically, 
using  the  apparatus  suggested  by  Betts. 


1.  Betts, E.A.  and  Bontrager ,0.R.  Research  Studies  in 


Elementary  School  Language  No.  1,  University  of  Iowa  Studies 
Iowa  City,  1934. 
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EDUCATIONAL  IMPLICATIONS 
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Chapter  VI  Educational  Implications 

The  findings  of  this  study  indicate  that  there  is  little 
difference  in  the  amount  or  level  of  vocabulary  among  the 
children  in  the  lowest  quarters  of  the  fourth,  fifth,  and 
sixth  grades.  These  children  need  a different  type  of  ins true 
tion  in  spelling,  composition,  and  vocabulary  than  do  the 
children  who  write  freely. 

An  analysis  of  the  papers  at  this  lower  level  indicates 
that  the  children  are  having  many  difficulties , particularly 
having  to  do  with  spelling.  The  existence  of  such  variation 
as  the  data  disclosed  shows  the  futility  of  expecting  all  the 
children  in  the  grade  to  master  the  same  spelling  list. 

The  spelling  should  be  adjusted  for  children  on  the  lower 
levels  to  include  much  repetition  of  the  basic  words.  A 
mastery  of  the  250  words  on  the  first  three  levels  of  the 

z 

Durrell  list,  for  example,  would  insure  correct  spelling  of 
approximately  80%  of  the  words  these  children  are  likely  to 
use. 

The  discrepancy  between  the  words  the  children  meet  in 
their  textbooks7 and  the  words  in  which  they  tend  to  express 
their  ideas  suggests  the  need  of  definite  vocabulary  train- 
ing in  the  accurate  use  of  words,  there  is  no  evidence  as  to 
the  optimum  time  or  method  for  doing  this. 

lT  Durrell,  Dona  Id  D.  and  Sullivan,  KelerTlFr~  op.cit. 

2.  Durrell,  Donald  D.  op.cit 
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Children  will  certainly  not  use  words  unless  they  have 
been  made  a.ware  of  them.  Consequently  the  intermediate  grade 
teacher  needs  to  sensitize  children  to  accurate  perception 
of  word  usage  in  reading  materials,  and  to  encourage  attempts 
to  use  words  accurately . It  may  well  be  that  the  intermediate 
grades  should  be  concerned  with  developing  skill  in  the  use 
of  the  relatively  simple  vocabulary  in  which  children  tend 
naturaly  to  express  their  thoughts,  and  that  teachers  should 
not  become  too  concerned  if  the  transfer  from  reading  vocab- 
ulary to  writing  vocabulary  is  slight  at  this  period.  However 
skills  in  the  recognition  and  understanding  of  a wider  range 
of  vocabulary  should  be  developed  at  this  time  to  form  a 
background  for  more  facile  use  of  language  at  a later  period. 
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APPENDIX 


REMEDIAL  READING  VOCABULARY 
Donald  D.  Durrell  Boston  Univ. 


1 

a 

4 

baby 

1 

about 

2 

back 

7- 

-able 

4 

bad 

3 

above 

5 

bag 

7 

absent 

4 
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